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should be taken to supply the want. In 1840 the sum of £10,000 was voted by Parliament, to assist local efforts for this purpose in provincial towns; and a few places have had grants from that sum for this purpose.
" In any attempt to carry out these objects, we do not anticipate so much difficulty as has by many been apprehended. It sometimes happens that there is a common, or waste lands, in the vicinity, which, by an alteration of the law, and proper compensation given, might be made available for this purpose. The formation of a public walk would, in such case, at the same time minister to the comfort and improve the health of the inhabitants by a proper drainage of the lands in their vicinity. In many cases local exertion and munificence would accomplish the object, if some moderate assistance were given.
"We therefore recommend that, for the purpose of aiding the establishment of public walks, in addition to the legal facilities adverted to, the local administrative body be empowered to raise the necessary funds for the management and care of the walks when established"
Manchester, I am glad to say, has now three public parks, though at the time of the report it had none. Victoria Park, in the east of London, is also now opened, and it confers a great benefit on that locality. The case of Manchester may serve as a very important lesson to other towns of smaller size. While, on the one hand, its three parks, obtained in so short a time, may afford great encouragement, on the other, their situation, so far distant from the centre of the town, ought to be taken as a very serious warning. The town was allowed to extend itself uninterruptedly outwards from a centre, no open space being preserved ; and then, when parks came to be imperatively demanded, sites for them were not to be obtained except in the suburbs; and the central parts of the town are but little benefited. Thus, although their formation constitutes a tardy acknowledgment of past error, it provides no adequate remedy for the evil consequences.
With the manufacturing system, which has sprung up so wonderfully in "the last fifty or sixty years, and which has caused the rapid extension of so many towns, there has also arisen a greatly increased want of space for ventilation of the towns, and for healthful recreation of the inhabitants. "While, on the one hand, it has greatly augmented the wealth of many classes of
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